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Overview 
The second half of 2007 saw many earlier patterns repeated: a squabbling Liberal-
National Coalition Opposition directionless and changing leaders yet again in the face 
of a commanding Labor government; public policy problems in child safety; and gaffes 
from ill-disciplined ministers and MPs. But this period will be best remembered for the 
departure, after more than nine years in office, of Premier Peter Douglas Beattie and 
the ascension of Anna Bligh as Queensland's first female Premier. 
July 
By mid-year, one question dominated political commentary: will Premier Peter Beattie 
stay or will he go, and, if so, when? Speculation as to Beattie's future was always 
intense but never more so than after the annual state Labor conference at which the 
Premier remarked that, "sometime in the new year, before we meet again at conference, 
I will have to make a decision as to whether I lead the party at the next election" 
(Courier Mail, 2 July 2007). Many were incredulous the self-confessed "media tart" 
could so easily surrender the media spotlight, with some — such as AWU powerbroker 
Bill Ludwig — imploring the Premier to stay on. 
Also in July, Indian-born Gold Coast doctor Mohamed Haneef was arrested on 
terror charges following unsuccessful bombing attempts the previous week in London 
and Glasgow. While again raising the question of overseas-trained medicos in 
Queensland public hospitals (soon to be followed in August by the dismissal of 
Mohammed Asif Ali for falsifying his curriculum vitae), the issue proved an explosive 
problem not for Queensland but for the federal Coalition, especially when Australian 
Federal Police were forced to release Haneef when no evidence of an al-Qaeda link 
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was forthcoming. A war of words then broke out between Beattie and John Howard, 
with the Prime Minister castigating Beattie for not screening more thoroughly 
Queensland's health staff, and with Beattie reminding Howard that Haneef's 457 
employment visa had been approved by federal authorities. 
The Queensland government found its own embarrassment when Beattie was forced 
to stand down Emergency Services Minister Pat Purcell — announced at a hastily 
convened late afternoon press conference — allegedly for "family reasons". It was 
soon leaked, however, that Purcell — a physically imposing yet avuncular MP for the 
safe seat of Bulimba — had struck two senior public servants. Purcell denied the 
allegation, insisting he merely administered a "verbal bollocking" (Courier Mail, 5 
July 2007). Purcell soon became the third minister to suffer criminal charges in the 
space of nine months, although he later saw his assault charges dropped, following 
mediation, when he admitted the offence (see next chronicle). Neil Roberts (Nudgee), 
an unsuccessful ministerial aspirant on two previous occasions, was then elevated to 
Cabinet. Invariably, Beattie faced his own criticism for not "coming clean" with the 
public over Purcell but responded he was merely protecting the two public servants. 
The Coalition was preoccupied with its own crises both within and between the 
Liberal and National parties. The Nationals' organisational wing warned that, should 
the hapless Dr Bruce Flegg remain Liberal leader, the Coalition would be dissolved. 
When Nationals' Leader Jeff Seeney lobbied Liberal MPs for a leadership spill, 
questions of interfering in the internal affairs of a sister party were raised. Federal 
Liberals then cited internal polling that allegedly proved Flegg's leadership was 
suppressing federal Liberal support in Brisbane (Courier Mail, 10 July 2007). Flegg 
and State Liberal President Warwick Parer denied the existence of the poll, but 
numerous others attested to statistics indicating Flegg's leadership produced a net 
deficit of up to 30 points on the federal Liberal vote (Courier Mail, 21-22 July 2007). 
But the Liberals' woes only drew attention to Seeney's own lacklustre leadership as 
comparable Labor polling allegedly found more than half of Brisbane, Gold and 
Sunshine Coast electors unable to identify the Nationals' leader. Seeney, in typically 
robust style, dismissed the alleged polling as "bulls..t" (Courier Mail, 12 July 2007). 
At the feet of a booming economy, Beattie then found yet more good news in 
announcing gas producer Santos's construction, at Gladstone, of Australia's first liquid 
natural gas plant. Valued at $7 billion, it represented Queensland's largest yet 
industrial project, boasting 3,000 construction jobs and 200 operational positions by 
2014. 
By month's end, Coalition harmony had reached melting point when Seeney, at the 
Nationals' annual conference, said he would "throw down the gauntlet to the 
organisations of both parties" in the name of unity. It was an appropriate juncture: only 
then did deputy leader Fiona Simpson settle her feud with Seeney, and was granted the 
staff entitlement awarded previous deputies (Courier Mail, 28-29 July 2007). The 
Nationals would soon appoint Michael O'Dwyer, a Gold Coast marketing expert, as 
the party's state director and new urban face. Labor bore its own sorrows, none greater 
than when Barcaldine's iconic "Tree of Knowledge" was pronounced dead months 
after its deliberate poisoning by an unknown assailant. 
August 
Rural protests continued over forced council amalgamations where the number of 
Queensland local councils would be reduced from 157 to seventy-two. At least Beattie 
had relented and allowed wards to exist within super-councils. But the Premier still 
insisted local referenda on amalgamations were a "waste of ratepayers' money". 
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Regional councils responded with full page newspaper advertisements warning that 
"Amalgamations kills outback towns" (Courier Mail, 3 August 2007). When 8,000 
protestors — led by Noosa Mayor Bob Abbot — marched on Parliament House in 
Brisbane, federal Opposition leader Kevin Rudd promised to "look carefully" at the 
merger plan. But the issue got even hotter when Beattie amended the original 
legislation to fine and dismiss mayors who defied the government and held 
independent referenda. Prime Minister Howard intervened and claimed Beattie was 
"ripping the heart out of local democracy", and he pledged the Commonwealth would 
override Beattie's laws, and pay for the plebiscites. Flo Bjelke-Petersen, widow of 
former strongman premier Joh, somewhat ironically labelled Beattie a "dictator". 
(Courier Mail, 16 August 2007). The premier soon relented and permitted the 
referenda, but would not budge on amalgamations. Indeed, he soon proclaimed the 
"merger war" over, reporting that 73 per cent of Queenslanders — according to a 
government-commissioned AC Nielsen poll — supported amalgamations. The 
Opposition subsequently accused Labor of distorting the result through "push polling" 
(Courier Mail, 20 August 2007). 
But Beattie's arrogance was perhaps no better illustrated than by his statement to the 
House: "If I waited for [the state opposition] to get rid of me, I would be here for 100 
years" (Courier Mail, 8 August 2007). Changes to parliamentary procedure were also 
bold: the practice of two-minute Opposition addresses before Question Time was 
replaced by a single, weekly thirty-minute Wednesday debate. But when Infrastructure 
Minister Anna Bligh proudly held aloft in the House the state's first bottle of recycled 
water, she refused to drink despite Opposition "beer hall" cries of "Down, down, 
down!" Perhaps arrogance was understandable given the Opposition's own lack of 
direction. Rather than capitalise on rural voter angst, Liberal leader Flegg blunted 
Opposition attacks with a press release commemorating his first year in office. The 
Nationals were furious, with Burnett MP Rob Messenger allegedly verbally attacking 
Flegg during a joint party meeting. 
Federal politics continued to permeate. Firstly, Beattie predictably called for a 
Queenslander to replace retiring High Court Justice Ian Callinan. Later, the Queensland 
government ordered all state school principals to "list" any federal MP or candidate 
requesting a school visit. The Liberals cried foul. Around the same time, Beattie's 
political future became a topic of national discussion when the strained nature of the 
Beattie-Rudd relationship was exposed and also when Howard declared that everyone 
— including Beattie's dog Rusty — knew the Queensland Premier was about to retire. 
At least the first question was answered when Queenslander Susan Kiefel was 
appointed the third female Justice in the High Court's 104-year history. The state 
government then suffered a couple of other distractions when, firstly, Beattie was 
rebuked for commissioning historian Ross Fitzgerald to write — on a $900,000 stipend 
offered without tender — a new history of Queensland and, secondly, when a Senate 
committee handed down a report indicating "serious concerns" over the planned 
Traveston Dam near Gympie. An independent Snowy Mountains Engineering 
Corporation report, however, soon found no problem with the dam. The month closed 
with disastrous news of an outbreak at Warwick of Equine Influenza severe enough to 
threaten the state's billion dollar racing industry. Within weeks, racing would be 
cancelled until year's end at Brisbane's Doomben and Eagle Farm tracks. 
September 
September began shakily for Labor as yet another MP, Karen Struthers (Algester), 
earned Beattie's wrath, this time for a drink-driving charge. Embarrassingly, she 
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wouldn't be the last, and three other MPs would soon be involved in similar traffic 
incidents: also in September, Paul Lucas, the then Transport Minister, admitted to a 
speeding offence despite his driver paying the fine; in October, Michael Choi 
(Capalaba) faced his third licence suspension from accumulated points; and, in 
November, Gary Fenlon (Greenslopes) revealed he had been involved, in 2004, in a 
serious road accident. Legal matters remained topical as Attorney-General Kerry Shine 
defended judicial selection standards by publicly expressing confidence in new 
Supreme Court Chief Justice Glen Martin. But this, too, paled when veteran Beaudesert 
Nationals MPs Key Lingard was pilloried for a nine-day excursion to France — during 
parliamentary days — ostensibly to watch rugby union matches. Later, Lingard would 
defend his absence as a fundraising tour for the Starlight Children's Foundation — a 
claim others dismissed. Seeney declared he didn't care that Lingard may have deceived 
him (Courier Mail, 24 September 2007), but when Labor mocked the Opposition daily 
with calls to "Come back, Key", it seemed real damage had been sustained. 
Beattie's departure 
In early September, The Sunday Mail led with a curious front page revealing Beattie's 
wife, Heather, had implored her husband to retire soon given he was a "tired, exhausted 
man with bags under his eyes" (Sunday Mail, 9 September 2007). More speculation 
emerged when, the same day, the Premier skipped his usual Sunday afternoon press 
conference. But all mystery was removed the following day when Beattie still managed 
to surprise observers with his decision to retire as Queensland's thirty-sixth premier, 
effective from 13 September, and as MP for Brisbane Central, effective from 14 
September. Beattie, from the Labor Unity faction, remarked: "You get to a stage in 
your life when you get over [politics] — and I am well and truly over it" (Courier 
Mail, 11 September 2007). Anna Bligh (South Brisbane, Left faction) was elected 
unopposed on 12 September, with Paul Lucas (Lytton, Labor Forum faction) elected 
unopposed as Deputy Premier when fellow Labor Forum member, John Mickel 
(Logan) failed to marshal the numbers. Other senior appointments included Andrew 
Fraser, aged thirty, as Treasurer; Lucas as Minister for Infrastructure; and Mickel as 
Minister for Transport and Trade, Employment and Industrial relations. 
Bligh was determined to make a splash in her new role when, lamenting previous 
abuse of Freedom of Information (FOI) laws, she announced a review, headed by Dr 
David Solomon, of FOI provisions. The goodwill seemed short-lived, however, when it 
appeared ministers resumed the dubious practice of taking briefing notes into cabinet, 
thereby guaranteeing their secrecy for thirty years. But even her own party couldn't be 
appeased as they criticised Bligh for allegedly denying grassroots ALP members in 
Brisbane Central input into pre-selection. The party's twenty-member Administrative 
Committee instead unilaterally selected Queensland Council of Unions head Grace 
Grace — a practice State Secretary Milton Dick defended as having precedent in the 
2005 Redcliffe and Chatsworth by-elections. 
But at least it appeared public opinion was behind Bligh. A Galaxy Poll, for 
example, found 36 per cent of Queenslanders felt Bligh would make a "better premier" 
than Beattie, with 39 per cent "the same", nine per cent suggesting "not as good", and 
with 16 per cent "undecided". That same poll found Labor enjoying a two-party-
preferred vote (2PPV) of 57 per cent to the Coalition's 43 per cent. Neither the 
Nationals' Seeney nor the Liberals' Flegg could compete, with 49 per cent and 55 per 
cent dissatisfaction ratings respectively (Courier Mail, 22-23 September 2007). 
Newspoll was even more generous: a July to September summary found Labor 
enjoying 50 per cent of the primary vote, the Liberals 21 per cent, and the Nationals 
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just 12 per cent — equating to a Labor 2PPV of 59 per cent to the Coalition's 41 per 
cent <http://www.newspoll.com.au/cgi-bin/polling/display_poll_data.pl >. 
More Coalition indignity followed when Flegg announced, without organisational 
authority, that the Liberals would field a candidate in the forthcoming 13 October 
Brisbane Central by-election. Flegg then departed for Germany and, in his absence, the 
party's State Council decided against fielding a candidate on the spurious rationale of 
not wishing to distract attention from the looming federal campaign. It was a decision 
almost universally condemned, with the real reason undoubtedly being to avoid a "train 
wreck" result. The Nationals were perhaps the most disappointed and, although hopeful 
of fielding their own candidate, failed to do so before the close of nominations on 25 
September. The month closed with the first Bligh back-flip when the new Premier —
after being labelled "cold and heartless" — reversed an earlier decision not to award 
$20 million in compensation to victims of the Equine Influenza epidemic (Courier 
Mail, 26 September 2007). Indeed, the Coalition soon adopted the "cold and heartless" 
tag in parliament and in press releases as a deliberate bid to target Bligh as impersonal, 
and in contrast to a more benign Beattie. 
October 
The issue of daylight saving began the month, with a Galaxy poll revealing 51 per cent 
majority support across the state — equating to 63 per cent in the Southeast and 31 per 
cent elsewhere. Cabinet released its own research showing an even greater 59 per cent 
support, with just 30 per cent opposed. Despite this, Bligh demonstrated her regional 
sensitivities and unilaterally announced daylight saving "dead". There would be no 
referendum despite Beattie's previous commitment. A couple of other developments 
embarrassed Labor in the by-election's lead up: allegations Police had faked Random 
Breath Tests to meet quotas (a charge investigated by the CMC); and Currumbin 
Liberal MP Jann Stuckey's revelation that intravenous drug users were paid $110 to 
learn how to inject safely (Courier Mail, 10, 11 October 2007). But a degree of dignity 
returned to the House when the parties granted their MPs a conscience vote on a bill to 
permit the cloning of embryonic stem cells for scientific research. After numerous 
passionate speeches, the bill passed 48 votes to 39, with some interesting sources of 
support: where Jeff Seeney supported the bill, medical practitioner Dr Bruce Flegg did 
not. 
Table One: Per cent Primary Vote, Brisbane Central By-election, 13 October, 
2007, by Party. 
Candidate Party Primary Vote 
(%) 
Swing from 2006 
General Election 
(%) 
Erik ERIKSEN Independent 3.18 +3.18 
Mark WHITE Family First 7.78 +7.78 
Ian NELSON One Nation 2.57 +2.57 
Anne BOCCABELLA Greens 33.11 +14.87 
Ronald DAVY Independent 3.02 +3.02 
Grace GRACE Labor 50.35 -0.13 
Source: <http://www.ecq.q1dgov.au/elections/state/BrisbaneCentra12007/results/district7.html> 
Political Chronicles 	 313 
Labor scored 57.85 per cent of the 2PPV to produce a negative swing against the 
Government of 6.92 per cent, or only slightly above the usual by-election drift. The 
Greens won a record 42.15 per cent of the 2PPV, almost entirely due to the absence of 
the Liberals' 2006 primary vote of 28.84 per cent. But deeper analysis is further 
compromised by the extremely low voter turnout of just 67.67 per cent of enrolees. 
November 
Bligh began November with her first Community Cabinet: the 107 th since Beattie's 
first in 1998. But media attention was more focussed on the health and safety of 
children. The previous month, a toddler died in the care of his biological father after 
being sent there by the Department of Children's Services. Now it was revealed the 
same department had allowed a serial child sex offender to reside on a street heavily 
populated with children. And, before month's end, a two-year-old boy would die in 
Rockhampton Base Hospital after waiting some thirty hours for a diagnosis. Bligh soon 
backflipped and provided Queensland Health with an additional $50 million to help 
extinguish emergency "spot fires". Queensland also suffered its own "sports rorts" 
affair when Sports Minister Judy Spence was accused of pork-barrelling Labor 
electorates with grants from the Regional Tennis Program. But few could have 
anticipated the public furore over cabinet's decision to cull up to 10,000 wild brumbies 
in regional Queensland — a harvest all the more cynically received after government 
obfuscation only uncovered after FOI requests. 
The Coalition's leadership woes closed the month. Firstly, when former Nationals 
leader Lawrence Springborg ended his self-imposed exile with an attack on 
Queensland crime statistics, most assumed Springborg was positioning for a return. It 
seemed party president Bruce McIver angered Seeney more with calls for 
underperforming MPs to lift their game or face disendorsement. But it was the 
Liberals' dilemma — one brought to a head after the Liberals' federal election loss —
which caused most angst as leadership aspirant Tim Nicholls (Clayfield) — from the 
Santo Santoro faction — demanded Flegg step aside for him, with John-Paul 
Langbroek (Surfers Paradise) proposed as Nicholls's deputy. Flegg, supported by Mark 
McArdle (Caloundra) accused Nicholls of "treachery". A parliamentary meeting was 
called but the result was deadlocked, four to four, among the eight MPs. Ray Stevens 
(Robina) and Glen Elmes (Noosa) lined up behind Flegg and McArdle; Jann Stuckey 
(Currumbin) and Steve Dickson (Kawana) continued to support Nicholls and 
Langbroek. Despite State President Warwick Parer calling on Flegg to do the 
"honourable" thing, Flegg wouldn't budge. Parer then called upon the forty-one-
member State Council to grant the president a casting vote in all parliamentary 
leadership ballots — an unthinkable organisational incursion that was rejected outright. 
But Council nonetheless decreed secret parliamentary ballots and a requirement to 
meet until a result was forthcoming, with a deadline of 8 December. Flegg then said he 
would stand down if Nicholls would do the same, and offered McArdle as a 
compromise leader. But when Ray Stevens went to the media — undoubtedly as a 
deliberate ploy to shock his colleagues into action — and spoke of a Liberal "plan" of a 
holding a "lucky dip" to resolve the deadlock, the party relented and elected, on 6 
December, McArdle as leader and Nicholls as deputy. This avoided the ignominy, in 
Stevens's words, of a Nicholls soubriquet of "Toss Up Tim" (Courier Mail, 6 
December 2007). It wasn't long before merger talks were back on the table, this time 
with wild calls to include independent MPs and even One Nation. 
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December 
The month again began poorly for the government when the Nuttall affair (see previous 
chronicle) embroiled Workcover director Harold Shand who was also charged with 
receiving a $60,000 "secret commission" via his links with Macarthur Coal CEO Ken 
Talbot and former Health Minister Gordon Nuttall. Bligh then announced Mike Kaiser, 
the former Woodridge MP forced to resign following the Shepherdson Inquiry, would 
return in early 2008 as her Chief of Staff. Child safety issues in Queensland then 
assumed national prominence when it was revealed a North Queensland judge failed to 
jail nine men found guilty of raping a ten-year-old girl. Bligh appointed Peter Davis 
QC to review all sixty-four sex cases brought before Cape York courts over the past 
two years. But justice matters also affected the police, with the CMC recommending 
charges against former Police Union president Gary Wilkinson over the purchase of a 
service vehicle for his wife at around $10,000 below market value. The government 
continued to suffer aftershocks from council amalgamations as the results of eighty-
five referenda were published. Ilfracombe Shire recorded a 99 per cent "No" vote, with 
95 per cent of Noosa similarly rejecting council mergers. Only one council recorded a 
majority "Yes" vote (Courier Mail, 21 December 2007). On 16 December, former 
Labor Lord Mayor and the "Father of Brisbane" Clem Jones died peacefully aged 
eighty-nine years and was mourned by both sides of politics. It was a rare moment of 
bipartisanship. 
